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SUNDAY 19 JULY 2026

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday — Friday 8:30am — 3:30pm

Closed 12:30pm —01:00pm
SUNDAY
8:00am & 10:00am Mass
MONDAY
7:00pm Mass
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY
9:00am Mass
WEDNESDAY
7:00pm Mass (includes Novena
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help)
SATURDAY
9:00am Mass & Novena to St. Padre
Pio & Blessing with his Relic
9:30am Sacrament of Penance
5:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass
RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Tuesday - Friday
Before & after Mass (depending
on priests’ availability).
BAPTISMS
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays.
Minimum booking time: two months
in advance.
FIRST FRIDAY MASS & ALL-NIGHT
ADORATION
7:00pm Mass, Adoration begins.
3:00am Divine Mercy Chaplet
9:00am Saturday Mass
SOM YOUTH GROUP
Every Saturday 4:00pm
Ages 5-17 (during school terms)
School hall

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP
Every Wednesday, 7pm Mass,
then YA meeting for 18-35yrs.

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP
Contact the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS
Please contact the Parish Office.

Invitation from Bishop Vincent Long re World Youth Day 2027

)b
™o

WYD
SEQUL youth from every corner of the world to gather with
2027 him in Seoul, Korea, for the 17th International World
Youth Day in August 2027 (WYD27).

Dear brothers and sisters “Let us begin a journey that
will lead us to the international World Youth Day in
Seoul in 2027!” With these words, Pope Leo invites

World Youth Day is far more than an international event. It is a pilgrimage
of faith that has transformed the lives of countless young people. Time
and again, | have witnessed how this encounter with the universal Church
deepens a young person's relationship with Jesus Christ, strengthens
their prayer, awakens a spirit of missionary discipleship, and forges
lifelong friendships rooted in faith.

Across our Diocese, | continue to be encouraged by the witness of those
who have participated in previous World Youth Days. Their generosity,
leadership, and commitment to the life of the Church remind us that
when young people are invited to encounter Christ in a profound way,
the whole Church is renewed.

The World Youth Day theme is “Take Courage! | have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33). It is with great hope that | invite the young people
of our Diocese to prayerfully consider whether God may be calling you to
join us for this pilgrimage to Seoul.

| also encourage parents, families, parish communities, schools, clergy,
and pastoral leaders to recognise this as an opportunity to invest in the
faith of our young people. Your encouragement, prayers, and support can
help make this life-changing experience possible.

The Diocese of Parramatta will host a pilgrimage to Korea. This will be led
by our Catholic Youth Parramatta (CYP) team, along with our colleagues
in Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese and run through our travel
partner, Harvest Journeys.

We anticipate that our pilgrimage will total 17 days between 26 July and
11 August 2027. This will include an immersion in service of the local
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Church in Korea before WYD and a time of retreat
following the conclusion of WYD.

| encourage each parish community to consider over
the coming month how they might identify and
support young pilgrims, aged 18 - 35 to attend. This
may be through financial support, prayers and
encouragement.

Potential pilgrims, including clergy, aspiring group
leaders and those interested are invited to attend a
launch event with the team and | on Wednesday 12,
August 2026 from 6:30pm at Nagle College,
Blacktown. More information, including Expressions
of Interest can be found at www.parrawyd.org

| pray that our young people, and those that
accompany them on this journey, will be transformed
by this experience, and that the example of Pope
Saint John Paul ll, Saint Andrew Kim Taegon and the
other patron saints of WYD27 will inspire and renew
them in their faith. Together, let us accompany our
young people as they take courage, step out in faith,
and encounter Christ alongside youth from across the
world.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv
DD STL Bishop of Parramatta

For more info, please visit www.parrawyd.org

ST. MARY MAGDALENE

Why does the Church celebrate St.
Mary Magdalene?

The Church celebrates St. Mary
Magdalene because of her example
of virtue and loyalty to Christ. She
was a devoted disciple and close
friend of Jesus during the time of His
ministry, and one of the few who

remained with Him during His agony on the Cross.
Finally, she was one of the three women who went to
anoint His body in the tomb on Easter morning,
becoming the first person to announce the
Resurrection to others, when she went and told the
Apostles that He had risen.

For what is Mary Magdalene best known?

Mary Magdalene is perhaps best known for being the
woman who had seven demons cast out of her (Mark
16:9) and for her immoral lifestyle. Though her life of
sin is an important part of her story, far more
important is how she lived after meeting Christ. Her
life of virtue, and penitence for her past sins, is why
she is considered a great saint and looked to as proof
of God’s mercy and grace.

Mary Magdalene is also known for being the most
prominent woman mentioned in the New Testament,
aside from the unique place of the Lord’s Mother. She
accompanied Jesus and His disciples from early in His
Ministry to the end in His Passion, Death, and
Resurrection. She was the first person Jesus appeared
to after His Resurrection, and the first person the Lord
asked to proclaim the Good News of the Resurrection.

What can we learn from St. Mary Magdalene?

In an address given by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 on
St. Mary Magdalene, he said, “The story of Mary of
Magdala reminds us all of a fundamental truth. A
disciple of Christ is one who, in the experience of
human weakness, has had the humility to ask for His
help, has been healed by Him, and has set out
following closely after Him, becoming a witness of the
power of His merciful love that is stronger than sin
and death.”

What is St. Mary Magdalene the patron saint of?
St. Mary Magdalene is the patron saint of repentant
sinners, hairdressers, perfumeries, and contemplative

life.

Article from: missions.ewtn.com/seasonsandfeastdays/stmarymagdalene/
Picture from: au.pinterest.com/pin/63050463510062971/

ST PADRE PIO PARISH ROSTER FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 25/26 JULY

MASS TIME 5:30PM VIGIL MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00AM MASS

COORDINATOR | Cristina Cignarella Lynn Young Regina Rossetto

ACOLYTE | Aiman Jajo Khalid Younan Chris Hersey
SENIOR SERVER | Gilbert Grech

S P 7 tacina Rastegorss 2. Noe Xaver
MUSIC | P&J Psalms of Joy Pio’s Voices
MORNING TEA Trish Warda
BAPTISMS
CLEANER | Susan Guy, Aiman & Maria Jajo, Trevor Coutinho
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ST. PADRE PIO PARISH INFORMATION

FR SHELDON is currently on holidays.

FR. PRADEEP’S BIRTHDAY

Please join us for the 7pm Mass followed by Supper to
celebrate Fr Pradeep’s birthday.

When: This Monday, 20 July.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS & MEMORIALS:

20 JULY: St Apollinaris

21 JULY: St Lawrence of Brindisi

22 JULY: St Mary Magdalene 23 JULY: St Bridget
24 JULY: St Sharbel Makhluf 25 JULY: St James

NEXT WEEKEND: BLESSING FOR GRANDPARENTS
When: 5.30pm Vigil Mass, 8am and 10am Masses, in
honour of Saints Joachim & Anne, parents of Mary &
Jesus’ grandparents.

NEXT SUNDAY 26 JULY

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
1 Kings 3:5.7-12, Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130.
Romans 8:28-30, Matthew 13:44-52

SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY EUCHARIST

Our Parish Sacramental Program

of First Holy Eucharist is open to
children Year 4 and above who have
received the Sacraments of Baptism
and Reconciliation. Parent letter and
Enrolment form are available on the Parish website
and the Welcome Table. All Enrolments must be
received at the Parish Office by Friday, 24 July.

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP
Date: Tuesday 21 July, Kenneth & Jeng Borlongan
Date: Tuesday 28 July, Jorge & Virgie Sasot

KLETOS:Chosen Pre Conference Jesus Youth Australia
© Location: St. John of God Church, Auburn on

0 % Saturday, 8 August

“ALET xS

@ Time: 12:30 PM —4:30 PM

s o# 4 Followed by: Night Vigil Mass. Open
to everyone aged 16—35. Come along
for an afternoon of worship, inspiring
talks, fellowship, fun activities, and a
chance to connect with other young people from
different parishes. Bring your friends as well!
www.chosenconference.com.au Register here:
https://forms.gle/3adbts7jgkUyWZWa6

BE THE WITNESS — THE MUSICAL

Riverside Theatres Parramatta from 10-13 Sept 26.
Be The Witness brings the story of Jesus to life
through the eyes of St Peter, using music, drama and
storytelling to create a moving encounter of faith,
hope and witness. Bring your parish group, family or
friends. Single: https://bethewitness.com.au/ or

10+: https://www.privyr.com/form/ADzUleQi#special-

group-booking

ST. PADRE PIO’S FEAST DAY

Our Patron Saint’s Feast Day is on 20 September.
Many volunteers are needed in the different areas
relating to the Feast Day. If you can help, kindly add
your name to the sign-up sheet on the Welcome
Table.

CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF SAINT MARY OF THE
CROSS MACKILLOP
Join the Sisters of Saint Joseph and Mary MacKillop
Place as we celebrate the Feast of Saint Mary of the
Cross MacKillop on Saturday 8 August.
Make a pilgrimage to Mary's tomb, spend time in
prayer in the Chapel, and celebrate the Eucharist with
us at one of our Feast Day Masses:

e 8:00am & 6:00pm — Chapel

e 10:00am & 1:00pm — Glen Roy Green

(outdoors)

The 10:00am and 1:00pm Masses will be AusLan
interpreted, and the 10:00am Mass will be
livestreamed for those unable to attend in person.

TAKE AWAY BIBLE STUDY WITH FR. JOHNSON The Bible Study is being held in person and on Zoom,
every Thursday at 7pm in the Church. Meeting ID: 88240197264, Password: 2xg17M.
Zoom: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/88240197264?pwd=MC39Q52hu32bkPXe2Z4TjXWOMhaTes.1

Please invite others, BYO Bible. All are welcome.

MASSES OFFERED FOR THESE INTENTIONS: Deceased: Noel & Winifred Gale, Beryl Jefferson, John Mark &
Luisa Gonsalves, Avelino Bhundoo, Grazia Fiorentino, Benjamin Almeida. For the Sick: Dolor Payne, Salwa &
family, Rasha & Family, Fr. Chris Mithen C.P. James Forrester, Justino Pasia, Erwin Jacob, Elvie Tamayo, Lita
Modelo, Bridgette Grech, Liam O’Shea, Jose Joaquin De Sousa, Vida Smith, Beaulah Frankson and Roger Ayo,
Lillian Astorri, Pauline Azzopardi, Elise Girdlestone, Daniel Varlow, Pamela Severino, llluminada Shackleton, Kim
Baluyot, Chris Shihada, Maria Joseph, Andrea Lopez, Christian Casulla, Xara Kaye, April Cataroja, Susan, Molly
Poulose, Kyla Aggar, Eric Norman Santos, Jimmy Zacharias, Alona Alcaraz, Trent Moore, Joselito Canaria, Lynn
Navarro, Kim Baluyot, Jasmine Arada, Maricris Palencia, Yvonne Videla, Alejandra Modelo, Emily & Danilo
Rosales, Georgina Rastegorac, Maryrose Vella, Catherine Vella. Please contact the office to offer a Mass.
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom

In the place of sin, you give repentance.

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged
unjustly.

Your justice has its source in strength,

your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.

You show your strength when your sovereign power is
questioned

and you expose the insolence of those who know it;

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,

for you have only to will, and your power is there.

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope

that after sin you will grant repentance.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8
Lord, you are good and forgiving.

SECOND READING Romans 8:26-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be
put into words.

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we
cannot choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit
himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be
put into words, and God who knows everything in our
hearts knows perfectly well what he means, and that the
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to
the mind of God.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the
kingdom. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Let them grow together until the harvest.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed
in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came,
sowed darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When
the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel appeared
as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir,
was it not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so,
where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has
done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you
want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, “No, because
when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the
wheat with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at
harvest time | shall say to the reapers: First collect the
darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the
wheat into my barn.”” He put another parable before
them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest shrub of
all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come
and shelter in its branches.” He told them another parable,
‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour till it was
leavened all through.” In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds
in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them except
in parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy:

| will speak to you in parables and expound things hidden
since the foundation of the world.

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his
disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain the parable about
the darnel in the field to us.” He said in reply, ‘The sower of
the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the darnel, the
subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the
devil; the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are
the angels. Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of
Man will send his angels and they will gather out of his
kingdom all things that provoke offences and all who do
evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there
will be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Listen, anyone who has ears!’.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

NEPEAN VALLEY
FUNERALS

Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect
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BASTION

0 Tel: 4722 82222 Local
7 \ family owned and

operated.

CALL OR SMS

0411 282 608

24hrs / 7 days

Shop 4, 2-6 Castlereagh St, Penrith
Catholic Cemetries + Crematoria

Care, Compassion, Choice

HAND WASH - CAR DETAIL - INTERIOR DETAIL -
WHEEL TREATMENT - CLAY BAR
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yi0i Kenneallys Funerals
As a family-owned business with
years of experience in delivering that -
personal touch to funerals,
Kenneally’s know how to take care of
the finer details to make your loved
one’s farewell the way it
should be
Ph: 02 4620 8822 / 02 9708 6972
www.kenneallysfunerals.com .au




