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SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2025 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Friday 8:30am – 3:30pm 

Closed 12:00pm – 12:30pm 
SUNDAY 
8:00am & 10:00am Mass 

MONDAY 
7:00pm Mass 

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00am Mass 

WEDNESDAY  
7:00pm Mass (includes Novena  
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help) 

SATURDAY  
9:00am Mass   
Novena to St. Padre Pio & Blessing 
with his Relic  
9:30am Sacrament of Penance  
5:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass 

RECONCILIATION (Confession) 
Tuesday – Friday  
Before & after Mass (depending  
on priests’ availability). 

BAPTISMS 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays.  
Minimum booking time: two months  
in advance.  

FIRST FRIDAY MASS & ALL-NIGHT 
ADORATION   
7:00pm Mass, Adoration begins.  
3:00am Divine Mercy Chaplet   
9:00am Saturday Mass    

SOM YOUTH GROUP 
Every Saturday 4:00pm 
Ages 5-17 (during school terms) 
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 
Every Wednesday, 7pm Mass,  
then YA meeting for 18-35yrs. 

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP  
Contact the Parish Office.  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS 
Please contact the Parish Office. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER FOR THE 9th WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, 16 November 2025 

___________________________ 
 

You are my hope (cf. Ps 71:5) 
 

1. “You, O Lord, are my hope” (Ps 71:5). These words well up from a heart 
burdened by grave hardship: “You have made me see many troubles and 
calamities” (v. 20), the Psalmist exclaims. At the same time, his heart 
remains open and confident; steadfast in faith, he acknowledges the 
support of God, whom he calls “a rock of refuge, a strong fortress” (v. 3). 
Hence, his abiding trust that hope in God never disappoints: “In you, Lord, 
I take refuge; I shall never be put to shame” (v. 1). 
 

Amid life’s trials, our hope is inspired by the firm and reassuring certainty 
of God’s love, poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. That hope does 
not disappoint (cf. Rom 5:5). Thus Saint Paul could write to Timothy: “To 
this end we toil and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living 
God” (1 Tim 4:10). The living God is in fact “the God of hope” (Rom 15:13), 
and Christ, by his death and resurrection, has himself become “our hope” 
(1 Tim 1:1). We must never forget that we were saved in this hope, and 
need to remain firmly rooted therein. 
 

2. The poor can be witnesses to a strong and steadfast hope, precisely 
because they embody it in the midst of uncertainty, poverty, instability 
and marginalization. They cannot rely on the security of power and 
possessions; on the contrary, they are at their mercy and often victims of 
them. Their hope must necessarily be sought elsewhere. By recognizing 
that God is our first and only hope, we too pass from fleeting hopes to a 
lasting hope. Once we desire that God accompany us on the journey of 
life, material wealth becomes relativized, for we discover the real treasure 
that we need. The words that the Lord Jesus spoke to his disciples remain 
forceful and clear: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consume and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Mt 6:19-20). 
 

3. The gravest form of poverty is not to know God. As Pope Francis wrote 
in Evangelii Gaudium: “The worst discrimination which the poor suffer is 
the lack of spiritual care. The great majority of the poor have a special 
openness to the faith; they need God and we must not fail to offer them 
His friendship, His blessing, His word, the celebration of the Sacraments 
and a journey of growth and maturity in the faith” (No. 2000).  

http://www.padrepio.org.au/
mailto:glenmorepark@parracatholic.org
http://www.facebook.com/stpadrepioglenmorepark
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html


Here we see a basic and essential awareness of how 
we can find our treasure in God. As the Apostle John 
insists: “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom 
he has not seen” (1 Jn 4:20). 

This is a rule of faith and the secret of hope: all this 
earth’s goods, material realities, worldly pleasures, 
economic prosperity, however important, cannot 
bring happiness to our hearts. Wealth often 
disappoints and can lead to tragic situations of 
poverty — above all the poverty born of the failure 
to recognize our need for God and of the attempt to 
live without him. A saying of Saint Augustine comes 
to mind: “Let all your hope be in God: feel your need 
for him, and let him fill that need. Without him, 
whatever you possess will only make you all the 
more empty” (Enarr. in Ps., 85:3). 

4. The word of God tells us that Christian hope is 
certainty at every step of life’s journey, since it does 
not depend on our human strength but upon the 
promise of God, who is always faithful. For this 
reason, from the beginning, Christians have 
identified hope with the symbol of the anchor, 
which provides stability and security. Christian hope 
is like an anchor that grounds our hearts in the 
promise of the Lord Jesus, who saved us by his death 
and resurrection and will come again among us. This 
hope continues to point us toward the “new 
heavens” and the “new earth” (2 Pet 3:13) as the 
true horizon of our existence, where every life will 
find its authentic meaning, for our real homeland is 
in heaven (cf. Phil 3:20). 

The city of God, therefore, impels us to improve the 
cities of men and women. Our own cities must begin 
to resemble his. Hope, sustained by God’s love 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
(cf. Rom 5:5), turns human hearts into fertile soil 
where charity for the life of the world can blossom. 

The Church’s tradition has constantly insisted on the 
circular relationship between the three theological 
virtues of faith, hope and charity. Hope is born of faith, 
which nourishes and sustains it on the foundation of 
charity, the mother of all virtues. All of us need charity, 
here and now. Charity is not just a promise; it is a 
present reality to be embraced with joy and 
responsibility. Charity engages us and guides our 
decisions towards the common good. Conversely, those 
who lack charity not only lack faith and hope; they also 
rob their neighbors of hope. 
 

5. The biblical summons to hope thus entails the duty 
to shoulder our responsibilities in history, without 
hesitation. Charity, in fact, “is the greatest social 
commandment” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 
1889). Poverty has structural causes that must be 
addressed and eliminated. In the meantime, each of us 
is called to offer new signs of hope that will bear 
witness to Christian charity, just as many saints have 
done over the centuries. Hospitals and schools, for 
instance, were institutions established to reach out to 
the most vulnerable and marginalized. These 
institutions should be a part of every country’s public 
policy, yet wars and inequalities often prevent this from 
happening... (continues at https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-

xiv/en/messages/poor/documents/20250613-messaggio-giornata-poveri.html) 
 

FOR MORE READING, PLEASE READ THE HOLY FATHER’S 
APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION DILEXI TE ON THE VATICAN WEBSITE 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE HOLY SOULS IN PURGATORY  
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.  
 

Prayer given by Our Lord to St. Gertrude the Great 
that takes 1000 souls from Purgatory to Heaven:  
Eternal Father, I offer You the most precious blood of 
thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said 
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the 
universal Church, for those in my own home, and in my 
family. Amen.  
 

NOVEMBER MASS ENVELOPES to offer Mass for the 
faithful departed are available on the Welcome Table.  

ST PADRE PIO PARISH ROSTER FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 22/23 NOVEMBER 
MASS TIME 5:30PM VIGIL MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00AM MASS 

COORDINATOR Cristina Cignarella Lynn Young Regina Rossetto 

ACOLYTE 
SENIOR SERVER 

Billy Layug 
Khalid Younan  
Gilbert Grech 

Chris Hersey 
Aiman Jajo 

READER 
1. Cristina Cignarella 
2. Georgia Fraser 

1. Trish Warda 
2. Jacinta Rastegorac 

1. Eric Ruiz 
2. Zon Lupisan 

MUSIC   Pio’s Voices 

HOSPITALITY  Warda Family Help needed each month 

CLEANER Helen Sipeli, Marlene Schoebel, Joseph Gomes, Johan 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/_INDEX.HTM
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/poor/documents/20250613-messaggio-giornata-poveri.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/poor/documents/20250613-messaggio-giornata-poveri.html


ST. PADRE PIO PARISH INFORMATION  
FR JOHNSON AWAY 
Fr Johnson will be away for a spiritual retreat from 
09 November to 22 November. For any emergency, 
please call Fr. Sheldon on 0456 712 333. 

SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER  
Thirty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C 
Monday 17 November: St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Tuesday 18 November: Dedication of Basilicas of Sts. 
Peter & Paul  
Wednesday 19 November: Red Wednesday (Day of 
Prayer for Persecuted Christians) (Holy See)  
Friday 21 November: Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Saturday 22 November: St Cecilia 

Today is World Day of the Poor. It offers us an 
opportunity to renew our solidarity with those who 
are poor in our own community and across the 
world (see first page). To read more about this, 
please read the Pope’s Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi 
Te, found on the Vatican website.   NEXT SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Year C  
2 Samuel 5:1-3, Ps 121:1-5. R. see v.2,                           
Colossians 1:12-20,  Luke 23:35-43 

DONATIONS FOR THE ADORATION CHAPEL & WALL 
If you would like to support the building of the  
Adoration Chapel and Wall at the parish, please  
take a form from the Welcome Table and return it  
to the parish office. Thank you to all who have 
already contributed! 

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP 
Date: Tuesday 18 November: Marilou & Walter Pugoy  
Date: Tuesday 25 November: Francis & Mary Ann Pabon 

NATIVITY PLAY  
There will be a Nativity Play on 
Christmas Eve 24 December from 
5.30pm, followed by the 6:00pm 
Children’s Christmas Mass. The 
practices for the play will start on 23 

November and will be on every Sunday till 21st 
December at 4pm-5.30pm in the Church. Children 
and youth up to 17yrs are welcome to participate. 
Most costumes will be provided. If your child would 
like to take part, please contact the parish office. 

PARISH INCOME & EXPENSES sheets for September 
and October can be found on the Parish Noticeboards.  

BISHOP’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL –  
Supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss Counselling-22 
& 23 November 

Christmas is drawing near, and with it 
the promise that God is with us. For 
many in Western Sydney and the Blue 
Mountains, that promise is needed 
right now.  Many individuals and 

families are carrying grief, stress and uncertainty – 
wrestling with the rising cost-of-living, unstable work 
and the heartbreak of losing a loved one. Your 
generosity is the way to open the doors of hope for the 
broken-hearted ensuring that no one in our community 
grieves alone. Please give generously by scanning the 
QR code or the website:parracatholic.org/appeal  
Thank you.  

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA) 
ON TUESDAYS, 7PM IN THE CHURCH 
Interested in becoming Catholic or are Catholic but 
yet to receive the Sacraments of Penance, Holy 
Eucharist & Confirmation or want to grow your 
knowledge of the Catholic Faith?… then join the 
RCIA. If interested, please contact the Parish office 
as soon as possible. 

FROM THE DIOCESE - ROSARY MAKING WORKSHOP IN NOVEMBER 
Come along for a fun evening of community and crafting rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick and 
dying in hospitals across our Diocese. It will be held at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown on Tuesday 
18 November from 7pm to 8:30pm. Costs are $10 per person – payable on arrival (includes all materials). To 
register and for more information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops 

MASSES OFFERED FOR THESE INTENTIONS: Mary-Ann Grech, Raymond Barrios, All Holy Souls in Purgatory 
especially whose names are in the Book of Remembrance. For the Sick: Pauline Azzopardi, Elise Girdlestone, 
Phillip Brombal, Daniel Varlow, Pamela Severino, Illuminada Shackleton, Kim Baluyot, Chris Shihada, Maria 
Joseph, Andrea Lopez, Christian Casulla, Xara Kaye, April Cataroja, Susan, Molly Poulose,  
Kyla Aggar, Richard Daher, Eric Norman Santos, Jimmy Zacharias, Alona Alcaraz, Trent Moore, Joselito Canaria,  
Lynn Navarro, Kim Baluyot, Jasmine Arada, Maricris Palencia, Yvonne Videla, Alejandra Modelo, Emily & Danilo 
Rosales, Georgina Rastegorac, Maryrose Vella, Catherine Vella, Jan Fontana. Please contact the office to offer 
a Mass. 

https://parracatholic.org/donate/christmas-appeal/?utm_medium=print&utm_source=bulletin&utm_campaign=christmas-appeal-25
http://parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops
https://catholicoutlook.org/news-and-events-weekly-update-21/christmas-appeal-qr-code_donate/


THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 
FIRST READING Malachi 3:19-20 
A reading from the prophet Malachi 
The sun of righteousness will shine on you. 
The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the 
arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day 
that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of 
hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who 
fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with 
healing in its rays. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 97:5-9. R. see v.9 
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp  
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord.  
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

Let the sea and all within it, thunder;  
the world, and all its peoples. 
Let the rivers clap their hands 
and the hills ring out their joy 
at the presence of the Lord.  
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

For the Lord comes,  
he comes to rule the earth. 
He will rule the world with justice 
and the peoples with fairness. 
The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. 

SECOND READING  2 Thessalonians 3:7-12 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians 
Do not give anyone food who refuses to work. 
You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we 
were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever 
have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them; 
no, we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as 
not to be a burden on any of you. This was not because we 
had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves an 
example for you to follow. 
We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let 
anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. Now 
we hear that there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with 
everyone else’s. 

In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on people of this 
kind to go on quietly working and earning the food that 
they eat. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Luke 21:28 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lift up your heads and see; 
your redemption is near at hand. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
Your endurance will win you your life. 
When some were talking about the Temple, remarking 
how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive 
offerings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at 
now – the time will come when not a single stone will be 
left on another: everything will be destroyed.’ And they 
put to him this question: ‘Master,’ they said, ‘when will 
this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is 
about to take place?’ 
‘Take care not to be deceived,’ he said, ‘because many will 
come using my name and saying, “I am he” and, “The time 
is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And when you hear 
of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is 
something that must happen but the end is not soon.’ 
Then he said to them, ‘Nation will fight against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes 
and plagues and famines here and there; there will be 
fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 
‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and 
persecute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues 
and to imprisonment, and bring you before kings and 
governors because of my name – and that will be your 
opportunity to bear witness. Keep this carefully in mind: 
you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself 
shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of 
your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You will 
be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations and 
friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be 
hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair of 
your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your 
lives.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


