L

ST. PADRE PIO
PARISH
\ l LENMOI .

ST. PADRE PIO PARISH GLENMORE PARK

Parish Office: 34 - 38 William Howell Drive (PO Box 8037), GLENMORE PARK NSW 2745
Telephone: (02) 4789 2232 Web: www.padrepio.org.au Email: glenmorepark@parracatholic.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpadrepioglenmorepark

Fr. Johnson M Joseph CRS
Fr. Sheldon Burke CRS
Annabelle Bhandoo
Maritelle, Trudi & Regina
EMERGENCIES

Parish Priest

Assistant Priest

Parish Secretary
Sacramental Coordinators
0476 394 968

0476 394 968
(02) 4789 2232

(02) 4789 2232 (Extn.3)
(02) 4789 2232 (Extn.4)

johnson.joseph@parracatholic.org
sheldon.burke@parracatholic.org
glenmorepark@parracatholic.org
sacraments@padrepio.org.au

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 2025

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday — Friday 8:30am — 3:30pm

Closed 12:00pm — 12:30pm
SUNDAY
8:00am & 10:00am Mass
MONDAY
7:00pm Mass
TUESDAY TO FRIDAY
9:00am Mass
WEDNESDAY
7:00pm Mass (includes Novena
to Our Lady of Perpetual Help)
SATURDAY
9:00am Mass
Novena to St. Padre Pio & Blessing
with his Relic
9:30am Sacrament of Penance
5:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass
RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Tuesday - Friday
Before & after Mass (depending
on priests’ availability).
BAPTISMS
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays.
Minimum booking time: two months
in advance.
FIRST FRIDAY MASS & ALL-NIGHT
ADORATION
7:00pm Mass, Adoration begins.
3:00am Divine Mercy Chaplet
9:00am Saturday Mass
SOM YOUTH GROUP
Every Saturday 4:00pm
Ages 5-17 (during school terms)
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP
Every Wednesday, 7pm Mass,
then YA meeting for 18-35yrs.
FRIDAY PLAYGROUP
Contact the Parish Office.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS
Please contact the Parish Office.

ADVENT
What is Advent?
The word “Advent” is from the Latin adventus for
“coming” and is associated with the four weeks of
preparation for Christmas. Advent always contains four
Sundays, beginning on the Sunday nearest the feast of
St. Andrew the Apostle (November 30) and continuing
until December 24. During Advent, Catholics celebrate
the season with an Advent wreath. The wreaths are
made with a circle of evergreen branches (symbolizing
life) and hold four candles representing the four weeks of Advent.

Reflection
Let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, for he comes to judge
the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples
with equity. (Psalm 98:8-9)

Prayer for the Advent Wreath

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus Christ, for He is
Emmanuel, the Hope of all people.

He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us.

He is the Savior of us all.

O Lord, let your blessing come upon us as we light the first (purple)
candle of this wreath.

May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise of salvation.
May He come quickly and not delay.

We ask this in His holy name. Amen.

Waiting

We light an advent candle today, a small dim light against a world that
often seems forbidding and dark. But we light it because we are a people
of hope, a people whose faith is marked by an expectation that we should
always be ready for the coming of the Master.

The joy and anticipation of this season is captured beautifully in the
antiphons of hope from the monastic liturgies: See! The ruler of the earth
shall come, the Lord who will take from us the heavy burden of our exile
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The Lord will come soon, will not delay.

The Lord will make the darkest places bright.

We must capture that urgency today in the small
flame of our candle. We light the candle because
we know that the coming of Christ is tied to our
building of the kingdom. Lighting the flame,
feeding the hungry, comforting the sick,
reconciling the divided, praying for the repentant,
greeting the lonely and forgotten — doing all these
works hastens His coming.

Reflection from:
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/reflections/advent/first-sunday-of-
advent-22624

Why do we celebrate Advent?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (paragraph
524) says,

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent
each year, she makes present this ancient
expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the
long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the
faithful renew their ardent desire for his second
coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and

martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire:

“He must increase, but | must decrease.”

How do you prepare yourself during Advent?
First, it is a good idea to pray more, possibly
including the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, the
Franciscan Crown, and the Christmas Novena, all
of which call to mind the mysteries associated
with the Lord coming into the world.

It is also important to read Sacred Scripture,
especially the Infancy Narratives of Matthew and
Luke. The Catechism of the Catholic Church,
chapters 2 and 3 of the Second Part of the Creed,
expresses the Church’s Faith in the Incarnation
and Nativity of the Lord.

Finally, to truly prepare, it is important to go to
Confession and maybe go to daily Mass and do
Eucharistic Adoration when you are able.

What are the Advent symbols?

There are many symbols for Advent: the Advent calendar,
Advent wreath with candles, the Jesse Tree, and the
Creche — with the Baby Jesus absent until Christmas Eve.
Each of these can be the basis of a family tradition,
especially to teach children how to prepare for Jesus’
Birth.

To read more on Advent go: https.//missions.ewtn.com/seasonsandfeastdays/advent/
Picture from: https.//au.pinterest.com/pin/first-sunday-of-advent-hope-clipart--
297730225367057117/
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

You are cordially invited to join Fr Johnson, Fr Sheldon &
St. Padre Pio Parish Catholic Community at Christmas celebrations.

NINE DAY CHRISTMAS NOVENA — ROOSTER MASSES

Tuesday 16 December — Wednesday 24 December 5:00am
All other Masses as usual.

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Wednesday 24 December - Children’s Mass
5:30pm Nativity Play & 6:00pm Mass
The children are invited to dress as a nativity character for this Mass.

Wednesday 24 December - Family Mass
9:00pm Mass

Thursday 25 December - Solemn Mass
12:00am Mass

Thursday 25 December - Christmas Day Mass
8:00am Mass & 10:00am Mass

*.,

CARITAS GIFTS CHRISTMAS CARDS with purpose!
Every card you buy helps build brighter futures for
children, women and men experiencing hardship and
poverty and you will bring hope and joy to the world’s
most vulnerable and communities, while giving your
loved ones a meaningful Christmas card.

Go to: www.globalgifts.org.au

ST PADRE PIO PARISH ROSTER FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 06/07 DECEMBER

MASS TIME 5:30PM VIGIL MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00AM MASS
COORDINATOR | Trudi Almeida Lynn Young Regina Rossetto
ACOLYTE . Khalid Younan Chris Hersey
Billy Layug

SENIOR SERVER

Gilbert Grech

Manny Medel

1. Trudi Almeida

1. Trish Warda

1. Zon Lupisan

READER 2. Maz Lirio 2. Denise Robens 2. Regina Rossetto
MUSIC | Mitchell’s Group Children’s Choir
HOSPITALITY Help needed each month Zon Lupisan & Deb Vella
CLEANER | Mel Gaudoin, Valeni Rodrigues, Meghan Warda
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ST. PADRE PIO PARISH INFORMATION

FIRST FRIDAY MASS & ALL-NIGHT ADORATION
When: Friday 05 December

7pm: Mass followed by the All-night
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
3am: The Divine Mercy Chaplet

9am: Mass & Novena to St. Padre Pio.
= Come and spend time with Our

Lord. The sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Table.

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER

First Sunday of Advent Year A

Wednesday 03 December: St Francis Xavier
Thursday 04 December: St John Damascene
Saturday 06 December: St Nicholas

NATIVITY PLAY

The practices for the play on Christmas Eve will be
on every Sunday until the 21 December at 4:00pm
to 5.30pm in the Church.

Children and youth up to 17yrs are welcome to
participate. Most costumes will be provided. If
your child would like to take part, please contact
the parish office.

NEXT SUNDAY 07 DECEMBER:

Second Sunday of Advent Year A

Isaiah 11:1-10, Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7,
Romans 15:4-9, Matthew 3:1-12

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP
Date: Tuesday 02 December: Vangie & Shane McGaw
Date: Tuesday 09 December: Boyet Remolador

ADVENT DISCUSSION GROUP
Come and prepare for the real meaning of Christmas, the
birth of Jesus. Thursdays in Advent, 7pm in meeting room

CHRISTMAS WORKING BEE

Saturday 13 December, after 9am Mass for inside
and outside of the Church. Please bring gloves,
cleaning items, etc. and come to help make the
Church ready for Christmas. The Church will also
be decorated. Thanks.

REGARDING THE CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPERS

If anyone knows of a family who might need some
support regarding food for the Christmas period,
please let the parish office know. All information
will be held confidentially.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION OF OUR LADY
Monday 08 December, 7pm Mass

WORD OF GOD BOOKS FOR 2026

These are available from the piety shop or
from the parish office for $22. They have the
readings for 2026 liturgical Year as well as
reflections and prayers.

GOD'S WORD

G#

CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPERS

There are boxes outside the parish office for
donations of non-perishable food to support
families in our community this Christmas. Some
suggestions are canned & baking goods, snacks,
condiments, drinks, pasta, sauce, sweet treats &
miscellaneous (no chocolate or toys). Thank you!

ALTAR SERVER REGISTRATION

Parents of Altar servers whose children wish to continue
to serve in 2026 and of children who have made their
First Holy Communion who would like to become Altar
Servers, are kindly asked to contact the parish office for
an updated altar server form.

ROOSTER MASSES - NINE DAY NOVENA

This Novena will begin on Tuesday 16 December to
Wednesday 24 December. Please see the Advent
& Christmas Mass timetable.

RED NOVEMBER: Pray for persecuted =]
Christians

Aid to the Church in Need invites all Catholics o
to remember, pray for and support

persecuted Christians. Please pray especially

for our brothers and sisters in Nigeria, Sudan and the
Middle East, where Christians are facing grave danger
right now. Watch the official video and download

your Red Rosary prayer card by scanning the QR code or
visiting www.rednovember.org

MASSES OFFERED FOR THESE INTENTIONS: All Holy Souls in Purgatory especially whose names are in the Book
of Remembrance, Wedding Anniversaries, Marivic Santiago Palor, Richard Daher. For the Sick: Pauline
Azzopardi, Elise Girdlestone, Phillip Brombal, Daniel Varlow, Pamela Severino, Illuminada Shackleton, Kim
Baluyot, Chris Shihada, Maria Joseph, Andrea Lopez, Christian Casulla, Xara Kaye, April Cataroja, Susan, Molly
Poulose, Kyla Aggar, Eric Norman Santos, Jimmy Zacharias, Alona Alcaraz, Trent Moore, Joselito Canaria, Lynn
Navarro, Kim Baluyot, Jasmine Arada, Maricris Palencia, Yvonne Videla, Alejandra Modelo, Emily & Danilo
Rosales, Georgina Rastegorac, Maryrose Vella, Catherine Vella. Please contact the office to offer a Mass.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the
kingdom of God.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.

In the days to come

the mountain of the Temple of the Lord

shall tower above the mountains

and be lifted higher than the hills.

All the nations will stream to it,

peoples without number will come to it; and they will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the Temple of the God of Jacob

that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths;

since the Law will go out from Zion,

and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’

He will wield authority over the nations

and adjudicate between many peoples;

these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,
their spears into sickles.

Nation will not lift sword against nation,

there will be no more training for war.

O House of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

| rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)
It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. (R.)

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,

in your palaces, peace!’ (R.)

For love of my brethren and friends
| say: ‘Peace upon you!’

For love of the house of the Lord

| will ask for your good. (R.)

SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

The time has come, our salvation is near.

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now:
our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were
converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon
— let us give up all the things we prefer to do under the
cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the
light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: no
drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no
wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus
Christ.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Psalm 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 24:37-44

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Stay awake, you must be ready.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it
be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before
the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives,
taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the
ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and
swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man
comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one
left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken,
one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when
your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if
the householder had known at what time of the night the
burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and
would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall
of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because
the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

BASTION

HAND WASH - CAR DETAIL - INTERIOR DETAIL -
WHEEL TREATMENT - CLAY BAR

CALL OR SMS

'C Kenneallys Funerals

As a family-owned business with L.
years of experience in delivering
that personal touch to funerals,
Kenneally's know how to take care
of the finer details to make your
oved one’s farewell the way it

Traditional Care with Dignity & Respect

Tel: 4722 8222

S A Local family owned
L and operated
24hrs / 7 days

0“11 282 608 should be Shop 4, 2-6 Castlereagh St, Penrith
Ph: 02 4620 8822 / Ph: 02 9708 6972 i A
B ‘ NFDA T\ Cotholc Cemeteries
www.kenneallysfunerals.com.au o i & Crematoria




