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SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2022 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C 
ST. PADRE PIO CHURCH 

WEEKLY TIMETABLE 
 

SUNDAY 
8:00am Mass 
10:00am Mass 
 

MONDAY 
No Mass & Office closed 
 

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 
9:00am Mass 

 

SATURDAY 
9:00am Mass  
 Novena to St Padre Pio 
 9:30am Sacrament of Penance 
 5:30pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday – Friday 
8:30am – 3:30pm 
Closed 12:00pm – 12:30pm 
 

BAPTISMS 
11:30am  
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays 
Please contact the Parish Office. 
Presentation Mass & Baptism 
Information morning are held every 
4th Sunday 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ALL-NIGHT 
ADORATION 
8:00pm Adoration – 9:00am 
Saturday 
3:00am Divine Mercy Chaplet 

 

FRIDAY PLAYGROUP 
9:30am – 11:30am  0-6 years 
Bethany Catholic Primary School 
Hall Contact Joanne D’Agostino, via 
the Parish Office. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS 
Please contact the Parish office or 
find the information on the parish 
website. 

SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY  
 

It is understandable that the Church should celebrate the octave of Easter by reading as the 
Gospel the appearance ‘eight days later’ of the risen Lord to Thomas (20:19-31). It is 
important, however, not to neglect the highly significant events that take place on the 
earlier occasion, late on Easter Sunday. 
In his long discourse at the Last Supper on the night before he died, Jesus promised the 
disciples that they would receive ‘another Paraclete’ (the Spirit) to be their guide, 
enlightener and comforter for the time when he would no longer be physically with them. 
Now on this Easter Sunday evening, he makes good that promise in what is really the 
‘Johannine Pentecost’. 
 

The disciples are fearful, huddling behind closed doors. Jesus comes among them and 
reassures them: ‘Peace be with you.’ He shows them the physical reality of his hands and 
his side to guarantee his identity and continuity with the Lord they had known. Their fear 
now turned to joy, he announces that they are to be a new link in the chain of mission that 
he has from the Father: as the Father has sent him into the world – to be the embodiment 
of divine love in the world – so he now sends them, to be in their turn and through their 
mutual love for one another, the embodiment of that same divine love (13:34-35; 17:17). 
 

Jesus then imparts the Spirit to the disciples by breathing on them (the same Greek word 
pneuma serves for both ‘breath’ and ‘spirit’). He explains this gift of the Spirit in terms of 
the power to forgive – and correspondingly to retain – sin. We might well ask why he 
specifies the gift of the Spirit in this way. Basically, it has to do with reconciliation: the 
reconciliation of the human race to the Father, which is the essential work of Jesus. John 
the Baptist had pointed him out as ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world’ 
(1:29, 35). Jesus had died on the cross as the (Paschal) Lamb whose bones were not broken 
(19:36). Now the gift of the Spirit is empowering the Church to take up that reconciling 
mission for the time ahead when Jesus will no longer be physically present.  
 

Thomas is one of the most clearly defined characters in the Fourth Gospel. Born loser, 
realist, pessimist, he has missed out on the Easter night appearance of Jesus. He won’t 
believe in the resurrection simply on the other disciples’ claim ‘we have seen the Lord’. He 
lays down his explicit, highly ‘physical’ conditions.  
 

With the divine ‘courtesy’ that seems to be a feature of the risen Lord in all the appearance 
stories of the gospels, eight days later Jesus is prepared to meet Thomas’ conditions 
exactly. But, at the sight of Jesus, Thomas abandons them. Instead, he, the late-comer, the 
obtuse one, makes the most exalted act of faith contained in the gospel: ‘My Lord and my 
God!’. The confession takes us back to the Prologue: ‘... the Word was with God and the 
Word was God’ (1:1); ‘No one has ever seen God; it is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known’ (1:18). At this climactic moment of the gospel, it 
is Thomas, the hesitant, the doubter, who brings out the full identity of Jesus. 
 

But that is not the end. Jesus adds a comment that brings us into the picture too. Thomas 
has believed because, like Mary Magdalene and the other disciples present in the room, he 
has seen the risen Jesus. Others – succeeding generations of believers – will not see Jesus. 
Unlike Thomas, they have to believe simply on the report handed down in the Church’s 
preaching: ‘We have seen the Lord’. On them – that is, on us – Jesus pronounces a blessing: 
‘Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ . . . . 
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continued from page 1 …….. 
Why ‘blessed’? Because from them/from us a faith greater 
than that of Thomas and the others will be required: the 
greater the faith the more scope for the power of God. 
 

So the first ‘edition’ of the Gospel (chapters 1-20) ends with 
this solemn assurance that believers of all subsequent 
generations are in no way at a disadvantage compared to the 
original disciples who saw and heard and touched the Lord. The 
written gospel imparts to those prepared to believe all the 
knowledge necessary for a life-giving encounter with the Lord. 
The First Reading, Acts 5:12-16, jumps ahead rather of the 
setting of the Gospel to describe how the apostles, empowered 
with the Spirit, were now able to perform healing and 
exorcising ministry previously conducted by Jesus. 
 

The Second Reading, Apocalypse 1:9-13, 17-19, is notable 
towards the end for the splendid self-description of the risen 
Lord, introducing himself to the seer, John. 
Brendan Byrne SJ (From Liturgy Help) 
 

FIRST READING 
Acts 5:12-16 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the 
Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared to join them, 
but the people were loud in their praise and the numbers 
of men and women who came to believe in the Lord 
increased steadily. So many signs and wonders were 
worked among the people at the hands of the apostles 
that the sick were even taken out into the streets and  
laid on beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least 
the shadow of Peter might fall across some of them as he 
went past. People even came crowding in from the towns 
round about Jerusalem, bringing with them their sick and 
those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them were 
cured. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING 
Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am 
your brother and share your sufferings, your kingdom, 
and all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for 
having preached God's word and witnessed for Jesus; it 
was the Lord's day and the Spirit possessed me, and I 
heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, 'Write 
down all that you see in a book.' I turned round to see 
who had spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven 
golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a figure 
like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist 
with a golden girdle.  When I saw him, I fell in a dead 
faint at his feet, but he touched me with his right hand 
and said, 'Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I 
am the Living One. I was dead and now I am to live for 
ever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and of the 
underworld. Now write down all that you see of present 
happenings and things that are still to come.' 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 
John 20:19-31 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the 
doors were closed in the room where the disciples were, for 
fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said 
to them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord, and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 
'As the Father sent me 
so am I sending you.' 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
'Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 
they are retained.' 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, 'We 
have seen the Lord,' he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that 
the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the 
holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I 
refuse to believe.' Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. 'Peace be 
with you,' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger 
here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into 
my side. Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My 
Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him: 
'You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.' 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the 
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These 
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life 
through his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ALL-NIGHT ADORATION  

Would you come and spend an hour with me? 
Date: Friday, 06 May 
8:00pm: All-night Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament  
3:00am: The Divine Mercy Chaplet  
9:00am: Adoration will finish on Saturday 

with Mass & Novena to St. Padre Pio. We encourage all 
parishioners including families, to add their names to the 
sign-up sheets on the Welcome table. Come and be blessed 

by God who wants to pour so many graces on us! 
 

DATES FOR THE SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION AND 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION are available on the Parish website 
under ‘Sacraments’ and in ‘Parish News.’   
The Parent Information letter and Enrolment Form for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation will be available for download in 
the first week of May. 



ST PADRE PIO PARISH INFORMATION 
 

ANZAC DAY APRIL 25 
Please join us at 9:00am Mass on a national day 
of remembrance to commemorate all 
Australians and New Zealanders who served 
and died in all wars, conflicts, and 
peacekeeping operations. Lest We Forget 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by the Feast Day Mass.  
Sunday 24 April @ 3:00pm:  
 

THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 
1. Begin with the Sign of the Cross,  
Our Father, 1 Hail Mary and The Apostles Creed. 

2. Then on the Our Father Beads say the following: 
Eternal Father, I offer You the Body and Blood,  
Soul and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son,  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins  
And those of the whole world. 
3. On the 10 Hail Mary Beads say the following: 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,  
have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
(Repeat step 2 and 3 for all five decades) 

4. Conclude with (three times): 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One,  
have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Daily at 3:00pm 
“At three o'clock, implore My mercy, especially for sinners; 

and, if only for a brief moment, immerse 
yourself in My Passion, particularly in My 
abandonment at the moment of agony. This is 
the hour of great mercy ... In this hour I will 
refuse nothing to the soul that makes a 
request of Me in virtue of My 
Passion”.(Diary1320). (Jesus to Sr Faustina) 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

APRIL 
Sunday 24: Second Sunday of Easter Year C 
 

APRIL 
Monday 25: ANZAC Day 9:00am Mass 
Tuesday 26: St Mark 
Thursday 28: St Peter Chanel 
Friday 29: St Catherine of Siena 
 

NON-LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

ROSARY PRAYER GROUP 
Date: Tuesday 26 April 
Place: Rosie & Farley Bartholomeusz 
             25 Wenworth Rd, Orchard Hills 
 

LEGION OF MARY ROSARY MEETING 
Date: Every Thursday, 6pm  
Place: Parish meeting room. All welcome to attend. 
 

HELP NEEDED  
People are needed to cover the 2am-3am time slot every 
First Friday of the month for the Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. If you would like to put your name for this time 
slot, please contact the Parish Office as soon as possible. 
 

PROJECT COMPASSION BOXES AND ENVELOPES  
Thank you to all who took home Project Compassion Boxes 
and envelopes. These can be returned to the parish office. 
 

USED SCRIPTURE WORKBOOKS 
There were only a few scripture lessons taught in 2020/21, 
this means we were left with partly used Kindergarten to 
Year 6 workbooks. These are available on the shelf at the 
back of the church for children to use one during Mass. 
The pencils can be returned to the shelf but the children are 
welcome to take the book (one book per child) home.  

MASSES OFFERED FOR THESE INTENTIONS 
Masses: 
Prayers for the Sick:   Maureen Klingner, Georgina Rastegorac, Waled Hana, John Bender, Maryrose Vella, John Vella. 
Please contact the Parish office if you would like a Mass offered for Thanksgiving, birthdays, recently deceased, death 
anniversary or prayers for someone who is sick. 

ST PADRE PIO PARISH ROSTERS WEEK TWO 7/8 MAY 2022 
MASS TIME 5:30PM 8:00AM 10:00AM 

COORDINATOR Cristina Cignarella Help Needed Help Needed 

ACOLYTE Joe Badrov Coley White Chris Hersey 

SENIOR SERVER Kylie Sultana Help Needed Help Needed 

READER 
1. Gilbert Grech 
2. Angelina Badrov 

1.Marilou Pugoy 
2.Marg Rooney 

1. Deepa Cijo 
2. Cijo Mathew 

CLEANING TEAM *Mary & Frank Mifsud *Lupisan Family *Merley Gearin *Antionette Manna *Cheryl Bowen 

ST PADRE PIO PARISH ROSTERS WEEK THREE 14/15 MAY 2022 
MASS TIME 5:30PM 8:00AM 10:00AM 

COORDINATOR Trudi Almeida Lynn Young Help Needed 

ACOLYTE Joe Badrov Coley White Farley Bartholomeusz 

SENIOR SERVER Kylie Sultana Help Needed Help Needed 

READER 
1. Rolaine Vibar 
2. Angelina Badrov 

1. Help Needed 
2. Ajumol Alexander 

1.  Regina Rossetto 
2.  Help Needed 

CLEANING TEAM *Mel Gaudoin *John & Leanne Gately * Susan Guy  Help Needed 
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Malta Travel 

165 Dunmore St Wentworthville 
Ph: 96312689. Charlie mob: 0412523893 

Email:charlie@maltatravel.net.au 
Join Fr Januario Pinto on a 2-week tour 

to the Holy Land – August 2022. 
Join Monica Ledger on an 11-day tour to 

Western Australia – early November 
2022. Book with Annette Mifsud to 

Malta and you go in a draw to 
win your money back! 
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